5 Day Devotional

Day 1: Trust the One Who Leads

Devotional

Have you ever felt like God was preparing you for something hard rather than protecting you from it?
That can be a disorienting feeling. We often expect God's direction to come with ease and open
doors, but sometimes it comes with a quiet warning and a call to keep moving anyway.

Paul knew what was waiting for him in Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit had made it clear that chains and
suffering were ahead. And yet Paul did not turn back. He pressed forward, not because he was

fearless, but because he trusted the One leading him.

God is not hiding from you. He is not holding back His direction until you have it all figured out. He is
simply waiting for you to surrender. To say, Lord, | do not know what is ahead, but | trust You with it.

That kind of trust is not passive. It is one of the most active, courageous things a person can do. It
means releasing your grip on the outcome and placing it in hands far more capable than your own.

Wherever you are today, God has not left you without direction. He is present, He is leading, and He is
trustworthy. You do not need a perfect path. You need a faithful God, and you already have one.

Bible Verse

"Unite my heart to fear your name." - Psalm 86:11

Reflection Question

Is there an area of your life where you are waiting for God to make the path easier before you take the
next step of trust?

Quote

God wants to lead us. He really does. He isn't holding back. He isn't hiding. He's waiting and wanting
for you. And | simply to say, Lord, direct my steps and I'll trust in you.

Prayer
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Lord, | surrender my steps to You today. Where | am afraid or uncertain, give me the courage to trust
You more than | trust my own understanding. Amen.
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Day 2: You Were Not Made to Walk Alone

Devotional

It is easy to treat church and Christian community as something you fit in when it is convenient. Life
gets busy, schedules fill up, and fellowship quietly slides from a priority to an option. But Paul never
saw it that way.

In every city along his journey, Paul sought out believers. He did not rush past them. He stopped, he
stayed, he prayed with them. Even when time was short, community was not skipped. It was
essential.

In Acts 21, the believers in Tyre gathered with Paul for seven days. When it was time to leave, they
walked him to the shore, knelt down together, and prayed over him. That image is striking. These
were not people who had known Paul for years. And yet they loved him, prayed for him, and sent him
forward with blessing.

That is what the body of Christ is meant to look like. Not a group of individuals sitting in the same
room, but people who carry one another, pray over one another, and show up even when it is hard.

You need that kind of community. And someone in your church needs you to be that for them. Do not
let fellowship become optional. It was never meant to be.

Bible Verse

"And when we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly.” - Acts 21:17

Reflection Question

When did you last experience or offer the kind of deep, prayerful community that Paul found in Tyre?
What is one step you could take this week to pursue that?

Quote

Too many today have kind of checked out of fellowship and church. They see it as not a priority, but
an option. But God never saw it as, hey, it's an option. He wants you to be in fellowship.

Prayer

Father, thank You for placing me in a community of believers. Help me to invest in others and to
receive their love and support with humility and gratitude. Amen.
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Day 3: When Love Disagrees

Devotional

One of the most tender moments in Paul's journey happens in Tyre. The believers there, moved by the
Spirit, urged Paul not to go to Jerusalem. They were not wrong to care. They loved him deeply, and
their concern was real.

But Paul kept going.

This is one of the more honest and difficult realities of following God. The people who love you most
may not always understand where God is leading you. Their concern is genuine, their love is real, and
they may even be right about the risk. But love, as beautiful as it is, cannot become a reason to
disobey God.

What is remarkable is what happened next. When Paul would not be persuaded, the believers did not
pull away or grow bitter. They walked him to the shore, knelt down, and prayed over him. They
released him with blessing.

That is mature love. It holds on and then lets go. It speaks honestly and then trusts God with the
outcome.

If you are in a season where the people you love do not understand the direction God has called you
toward, take heart. You can honor them, love them deeply, and still obey God. And if you are the one
watching someone you love walk a hard road, consider what it looks like to kneel down and pray them
forward.

Bible Verse

"And since he would not be persuaded, we ceased and said, 'Let the will of the Lord be done." - Acts
21:14

Reflection Question

Is there someone in your life whose love or concern has made it harder to obey what God is calling
you to do? How can you honor that relationship while still following God faithfully?

Quote

Nor does the love of others become an excuse for you not obeying God. | don't want to disrupt my
family. | don't want to disrupt these loved ones. So maybe | don't need to obey God. No, you do.
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Prayer

Lord, give me the courage to follow You even when those | love do not understand. And give me the
grace to love them well in the middle of it. Amen.
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Day 4: Pure Heart, Powerful Life

Devotional

There is a connection in Scripture that does not get talked about enough. Purity and power go hand in
hand. Not as a formula, but as a reality woven throughout the lives of those God used most.

In Caesarea, Paul stayed with Philip the evangelist. Philip's daughters were known for their prophetic
gifting, their ministry, and their purity. That pairing was not accidental. A life surrendered to God in

holiness becomes a life through which God moves with power.

Jesus said it plainly in the Sermon on the Mount. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Purity is not just about avoiding wrong things. It is about having a heart so undivided, so surrendered,
that God's presence and power can move through it freely.

This is an encouraging truth, not a discouraging one. You do not have to be perfect. But you do have
to be honest. Honest with God about what is in your heart. Honest about the things that are

competing for the space that belongs to Him.

When you pursue purity, you are not just cleaning up your life. You are making room for God to move.
And that is where the power comes from. Not from striving harder, but from surrendering more.

Bible Verse

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." - Matthew 5:8

Reflection Question

What is one area of your heart that you have been hesitant to fully surrender to God, and how might
that be limiting what He wants to do through your life?

Quote

| can't have his power flowing through my life until his purity is in my heart.

Prayer

Lord, search my heart and reveal anything that is standing between me and You. | want to be pure
before You so that Your power can flow freely through my life. Amen.
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Day 5: Faithful, Not Just Safe

Devotional

Paul did everything right in Jerusalem. He followed the counsel of the church leaders, he went
through the proper steps of purification, and he acted with integrity. And it still went wrong. He was
falsely accused, dragged out of the temple, and beaten by a mob.

If faithfulness guaranteed safety, that story would have ended differently. But it did not. And if you
have ever done the right thing and watched it fall apart, you know exactly how that feels.

Here is what that moment reveals. The goal of following Jesus was never comfort. It was never a
smooth road or a guaranteed outcome. The goal is faithfulness. Steady obedience, even when the
results are painful. Even when the people you expected to understand turn against you.

This is not a discouraging truth. It is actually a freeing one. You are not responsible for the outcome.
You are responsible for the obedience. God holds the rest.

Paul's life was not defined by what happened to him in Jerusalem. It was defined by the fact that he
kept following. He did not check out. He did not grow bitter. He stayed the course.

God is not done with your story either. Whatever season you are in, use it. Offer it. Trust Him with it.
Faithfulness, not safety, is the finish line.

Bible Verse

"And now, behold, | am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to
me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions
await me." - Acts 20:22-23

Reflection Question

Where in your life have you been measuring God's faithfulness by how easy or safe things feel, rather
than by whether you are walking in obedience to Him?

Quote

The goal of Christianity, it's not safety, it's faithfulness. It's the reality. It's not about being comfortable
and having things easy. It's about obedience.

Prayer
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Father, help me to stop chasing comfort and start chasing faithfulness. Remind me that You are with
me in every hard moment, and that You are not finished with my story yet. Amen.
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